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Ward Connerly and the old-style segregationists who 

bankroll him (the Cato, Scaife, Heritage, Coors and 
Bradley Foundations, etc.) are attempting to place 
referendums to ban affirmative action on the November 
2008 ballots in Missouri, Oklahoma, Nebraska, 
Colorado and Arizona. They hope to build sufficient 
political momentum to convince the U.S. Supreme Court 
to revisit its 2003 ruling upholding affirmative action in 
Grutter v. Bollinger. In addition, the Republican Party 
hopes to use the initiatives as a “wedge issue” to 
mobilize far-right voters to the polls to support McCain 
in November. 

These referendums are part of a national strategy on the 
part of the right-wing, and our response must also have a 
national character. The fate of the five state referendums 
will have an enormous impact on the higher Court’s 
response to the Michigan constitutional challenge. If you 
don’t live in one of the five targeted states, you can 
forward this newsletter to everyone you know (someone 
in your circle knows someone in the five states) make a 
financial donation (online at BAMN.COM, or with a 
check payable to “BAMN” sent to BAMN, P.O. Box 
24834, Detroit, MI 48224), or bring a speaker to your 
community. 

Building the New Civil Rights Movement 

We can and will defend affirmative action and restore 
affirmative action policies where they have been lost by 
continuing to build the new civil rights movement. The 
mass demonstrations of April 1, 2003 in defense of 
affirmative action and the massive immigrant rights 
demonstrations of 2006 won their objectives because of 
the power they mobilized and the potential power they 
represented. To build and strengthen the new movement 
we need organization and to continue to develop a new 
integrated youth leadership. Young people are the only 
sector of society with the optimism, determination and 
boldness needed to take our movement to victory. 
Continuing to build the new civil rights movement from 
where the movement of Dr. King left off will give us the 
power we need to restore all the gains of the old civil 
rights movement which have been lost or weakened in 
the last period. 

Maintaining two of Dr. King’s overarching political 
principles are key to our winning. First, while working 
with all who are prepared to act, it is essential that the 
coalitions forming to defeat these initiatives maintain 
their political independence from political parties and 


elected officials. Politicians have agendas and priorities 
which often conflict with a winning strategy. They often 
say they are for affirmative action, but then do too little, 
too late, or propose action that is too timid to ensure that 
these programs are maintained. 

Secondly, to build the kind of broad, powerful 
movement needed to defeat these initiatives, we must 
build our movement on an integrated basis. Affirmative 
action policies are equal opportunity programs that 
benefit both black and Latina/o people, and we are much 
stronger if we unite, rather than compete with each other 
for a few crumbs. 

1. Keep the Initiative Off the Ballot 

The only way to defeat these initiatives is to keep them 
off the ballot in the first place. All experience has shown 
that once on the ballot, majority-white electorates will 
vote to maintain their privileges, and the initiatives will 
pass. The time to expend resources campaigning against 
the initiatives is BEFORE they reach the ballot. 

2. Voter Fraud: The Main Tool of the 
Segregationists—and Our Weapon Against Them 

The anti-affirmative action forces are using the same 
tactics of voter fraud in the five targeted states as they 
used in California, Washington and Michigan. They hire 
financially desperate minority circulators and pay them a 
$l-$2 per signature to go into minority or liberal white 
neighborhoods and lie to voters—telling voters that the 
petition is for “civil rights,” “against discrimination,” 
and to “support affirmative action.” The only difference 
between the petition and the 1964 Civil Rights Act is the 
phrase “or give preference to”—so it’s easy to see why 
voters are deceived. 

3. Demoralize the Circulators 

The most effective tactic to stop such deception is to 
expose the voter fraud. Pro-affirmative action 
volunteers should use our First Amendment rights to 
make sure that every voter approached by the 
circulator hears loud and clear that the petition is 
actually a racist initiative to attack civil rights. Don’t 
be shy! Remember you have every right to express your 
views. Set up hotlines and have supporters who spot 
circulators call in their location and then dispatch 
volunteers to shadow them. This tactic not only 
discourages signers and publicizes the fraud, it also 
demoralizes the circulators and, in some cases, 
convinces them to quit. In addition, warnings about the 





true nature of the petition should be broadcast on every 
radio station (through sympathetic DJ’s, inexpensive ad 
campaigns or through call-ins), in every classroom, 
public gathering, church service, newsletter and list-serv. 

Organizing these community efforts also helps to 
build the mass movement that is essential to winning 
any future legal challenges. 

4. Challenge All Petition Submissions 

If the Connerly forces succeed in obtaining enough 
signatures to submit to the Secretary of State, pro- 
affirmative action organizations must challenge the 
petitions on every ground available in state and federal 
law: outright voter fraud (duplicates, fake signatures, 
etc.); misrepresentation by circulators of the aim and 
intent of the petition; the many signers that are not 
registered voters; the deceptive language of the petition; 
the constitutionality of the law itself. BAMN will share 
the wording of its Oklahoma petition challenge and 
provide other legal support upon request. 

The “Super Tuesday” juggernaut that Connerly & Co. 
dreamed of is already facing serious roadblocks. 

NEBRASKA: Connerly Driven From Stage—Anti- 
Affirmative Action Bill Withdrawn 

In Nebraska, an overwhelming mobilization by 
affirmative action supporters forced the Nebraska 
Senator who was attempting to place the initiative 
directly on the 2008 ballot through legislative action (an 
attempt to avoid the signature collection process), to 
withdraw his motion and cancel the hearings on his bill. 
The Connerly campaign now has until July to collect 
petition signatures. Ward Connerly, who had traveled to 
Nebraska to support the bill, faced such hostile crowds at 
both of his public appearances in Nebraska, that he left 
the stage after only 15 minutes at the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha. We must assure that Connerly, who 
has dedicated his life to being the black front man for 
segregation, receives an equally hostile reception at 
every public appearance he makes. 

OK L AHOMA: Certification Challenge Filed 

In Oklahoma, the only state where petition signatures 
have been submitted, the anti-affirmative action forces 
obtained only 2-3000 more signatures than the minimum 
required—rather than the 25% margin that is generally 
recommended to assure certification. Local activists led 
by AWAKE (All Working to Achieve and Keep 
Equality) are working with BAMN to contest 
certification and will be filing a challenge on March 12 th . 
We are confident that we can get the initiative knocked 
off the ballot. 


MICHIGAN: Constitutional Challenge 

The day after the ban on affirmative action passed in 
Michigan, BAMN filed a lawsuit challenging its 
constitutionality. The suit relies primarily on the 14 th 
Amendment and provides the most comprehensive 
analysis of the harm caused by anti-affirmative action 
policies, including the intensification of discrimination 
against and stigmatization of black, Latino/a and Native 
American students. If successful, this lawsuit, which is 
clearly Supreme Court-bound, will nullify Prop 209 in 
California, 1-200 in Washington State, Prop 2 in 
Michigan, and any initiative that may pass in 2008. The 
brief is available at www.bamn.com/affaction . 

COLORADO: Expose Racially Targeted Fraud; 
Counter-Referendum Misguided 

On March 10 th , Connerly submitted about 128,000 
petition signatures to the Colorado Secretary of State. 
Pro-affirmative action forces have initiated a “counter¬ 
petition” for an alternate referendum that would nullify 
the ban on affirmative action should it pass. BAMN does 
not encourage this tactic, because a) it muddies the 
waters and makes it more difficult to carry out a clear 
“decline to sign” campaign to keep the initiative off the 
ballot; b) despite the confusion, if given the opportunity, 
a majority of white voters will vote to maintain their 
racial privilege and c) such “counter referendums” 
support the implication that a majority-white electorate 
has the right to decide whether or not minorities have 
equal rights. Despite the extra cushion of signatures 
collected, it is worth filing a challenge, emphasizing in 
particular the racially-targeted fraud that was committed 
to obtain signatures. If any message can reach white 
voters who would otherwise vote “yes” on CoCRI, it is 
that a vote for CoCRI is a vote for electoral fraud. 

Putting Ward Connerly on Trial—New DVD!!! 

Ward Connerly was ordered to undergo seven hours of 
questioning under oath by BAMN attorneys for the 
Michigan lawsuit. BAMN compiled the highlights of the 
deposition into an hour-long video, which is available 
upon request (email donnaestem@gmail.com , include a 
mailing address). This is Ward Connerly as you have 
never seen or heard him before. Anyone interested in 
the issues of equal opportunity must see it. It provides 
a full exposition of the arguments on both sides of the 
debate and offers invaluable material for programs and 
articles addressing the issue of affirmative action and the 
referendums that Connerly seeks to pass this fall. The 
full seven-hour version is available for $ 10 upon request. 

For more information and to see past issues of 
Liberator, check out the BAMN website at 
www.bamn.com or email donnaestem@gmail.com . 
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